Canal du Midi

An

8 passengers

BeZ|ers, Carcassonne
Sunday, Day | BEZIERS Passengers are met by the Captain at
4:00 p.m.in Beziers.Welcome aboard.An evening cruise across the
impressive River Orb aqueduct,and ascend the 100’ flight of locks
at FonsEranes.

Monday, Day 2 BEZIERS / CAPESTANG A morning visit to Beziers’
| 3th century fortified cathedral of St. Nazaire with a commanding
view across to the Pyrenees Mountains. Explore "Oppidum
D’Enserune,a pre-Roman hilltop settlement with Greek and Iberian
excavations dating from 600 B.C. Cruise to Capestang in the
afternoon. Our route goes through the world’s oldest canal tunnel
at Malpas to Domaine de Guery for a wine tasting.

Tuesday, Day 3 CAPESTANG / LE SOMAIL Today’s excursion is
to Narbonne, a Roman Mediterranean capital where the Visigoth
Monarchs once lived.Visit to the Archbishop’s Palace and Horreum.
Explore the indoor market of this bustling Midi town. Afternoon
cruise to Le Somail where we moor near the old stone bridge.
Wednesday, Day 4 LE SOMAIL / HOMPS Begin the day with a
trip to Lezignan market, full of vivid colours and characters. Following
a leisurely cruise,we sample the full-bodied Corbiéres wine of 17th
century Chateau LaVoulte Gasparets.This evening we dine ashore
at a charming canalside inn in the heart of the village of Homps.
Thursday, Day 5 HOMPS / MARSEILLETTE Enjoy a morning
cruise to Puicheric. This afternoon’s excursion to Minerve, the
ancient captial of the Minervois, hosts a 12th century Cathar fort
that is surrounded by deep limestone gorges. A fascinating
recreation in miniature of the blood-thirsty Cathar rebellion and
small museum complete the intriguing picture. Twilight cruise to
Marseillette, and dinner aboard. |

Friday, Day 6 MARSEILLETTE / TREBES Fascinating morning tour
of Carcassonne. Dating back to the Gallo-Roman era, this is the
most complete medieval, fortified city in existence today.Afternoon
cruise to Trebes through vineyards. Captain’s Farewell Dinner
aboard. . .

Saturday, Day 7 TREBES / BEZIERS After breakfast, return to
Beziers.
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The main highlight on the Canal du Midi is the [7th Century
marvel of the Canal du Midi, itself! With its 328 works and 45
000 trees linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Atlantic Ocean.
Being on charter means that you can tailor the excursions
according to your party’s special interests. For example:
Historic Tours & Architecture Follow the path of civilisation
— the prehistoric sites & caves; the Grecco-Iberian sites such as
the Oppidum of Enserune; the Galls & their Dolmens; the Roman
presence in Narbonne; the medieval architecture with its hill vil-
lages; bastides & magnificent abbeys such as Fontfroide & Lagrasse.
Art, History & Antiques Narbonne concentrates some very
fine art treasures from its Cathedral; to the archaeological mu-
seum with some of the finest Roman wall paintings; the art mu-
seum with its |7th & |8th Century masters and its Oriental col-
lection of the |9th Century.

Gourmet Traveller Olives — wine — Muscat. This is a hedonist
trilogy from the olives to be sampled at the Olibo Olive Qil Mill to
the wines of Languedoc. Visit top vineyards in the company of
their owners taking in the Corbieres, the Minervois and the St
Chinian from grand domains to no less deserving smaller wine
makers Finish with the Muscat Petit Grain of St Jean de Minervois,
the prime Muscat in France with Beaumes de Venise.

Cooking Demonstrations Our gourmet Provencal chef will en-
joy demonstrating to you some of his specialities in the open plan
kitchen.

Activities — The Young Family If walking along the Canal or
bicycling is not enough, there are scores of activities to choose
from: swimming on the Mediterranean beaches or river gorges -
Ballooning over medieval castles - country horse riding or round-
ing up the bulls on horseback — hiking on nature trails - white
water rafting — four-wheel driving on Paris Dakhar ralley training
tracks — eagle watching show in Carcassonne — visiting caves &
prehistoric museums — windsurfing — African wildlife reserve

CHARTER ONLY

Low Season: March 2 - Apr |3; July 13 - August 17;Nov 2,9
TWIN LS 3590 HS 4090 SS 1500
CHARTER LS 27200 HS 31000

Low Season: Mar 30 - May 10;July I3 - Aug 30
CHARTER LS 27,500 HS $29,500
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